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CTE Spring 2026

Webinar Series

In Spring 2026, VATFACS, in collaboration with the
VDOE’s Offices of Early Childhood Quality and Office of
Early Childhood Learning, are offering a brief webinar
series to support all CTE course leaders in learning
more about the VDOE’s Early Childhood Care and
Education work to integrate, align, and support Early
Childhood, Education, and Services courses.
* This webinar series will be held from March - May, as 30-minute
overviews on the following topics:
- Wednesday, March 25, 3:30 - 4:00 pm
Unified Virginia Quality Birth to Five System (VQB5) Overview
- Wednesday, April 22, 3:30 - 4:00 pm
Licensing/Health & Safet

- Wednesday, May 20, 3:30-4:00 pm
- Early Learning Supports
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Objectives and Agenda

Objectives - As a result of this presentation, CTE ECE teachers will:

1. Overview of Virginia’s Early Learning and Development Standards

2. Learn more about VDOE approved curricula

3. Increase knowledge and understanding of Virginia’s Resources to Support Learning

Agenda

 Virginia’s Early Learning and Development Standards Birth-5 Guidelines

Curriculum

Virgina Kindergarten Readiness Program
* Resourcesto Support Early Learning

Wrap-Up and Questions/Discussion



Our Shared Vision

We envision a Virginia where all children have the opportunity to enter
school ready.

Families have a variety of Programs are measured,
. . ] Parents can work or go to school
affordable, high-quality early supported to improve, and . g
. . . and meet their family's needs.
learning options. rewarded for continuous

improvement.



Overview of the Role of Early Childhood Learning

VDOE supports various inputs for improving care and instruction in all publicly-
funded infant, toddler, and pre-K programs. These tools and resources are
essential to build and sustain a well-prepared ECCE workforce.

What we teach
(Approved Early Childhood
Curriculum)

VA’s Birth-to-Five
Early Learning

Alignment
Guide

Development
Standards

How we measure
learning
(Pre-K Language & Literacy

Screener and VKRP)




Virginia’s Early Learning and
Development Standards
Birth-5 Guidelines



The ELDS as a Foundational Resource

The Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS) provide:

VIRGINIA’S EARLY LEARNH\J]S;L SIC) SEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

BIRTH-FIVE LEARNING GUIDELINES

Virginia's Early Learning & Development Standards (ELDS):

Birth-Five Learning Guidelines

Guidance on what children should
know and be able to do at various ages
and stages of the birth-to-five
continuum.

Grounding knowledge for
developmentally appropriate and
culturally and linguistically responsive
adult-child interactions.

A foundational resource connecting all
other available resources in Virginia.


https://va-itsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Virginias-Early-Learning-and-Development-Standards-ELDS.pdf
https://va-itsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Virginias-Early-Learning-and-Development-Standards-ELDS.pdf
https://va-itsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Virginias-Early-Learning-and-Development-Standards-ELDS.pdf
https://va-itsnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Virginias-Early-Learning-and-Development-Standards-ELDS.pdf

ELDS Areas of Development

Communication,
Language and
Literacy
Development

Social and
Emotional
Development

Approaches to Play
and Learning

Health and Physical Cognitive
Development Development




ELDS and CLASS Crosswalks

Each Crosswalk is presented

as a table, and can be found
on the Resources to Support

Birth to Five Classroom
Learning webpage

 Infant CLASS and ELDS
Crosswalk

 Toddler CLASS and ELDS
Crosswalk

e Pre-KCLASS and ELDS
Crosswalk

Note: It is recommended to
use 11x17 sized paper, should

you choose to print the
crosswalks.

E VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
“if DU I

ELDS Area of
Development

Pre-K CLASS Dimensions

Emotional and Behavioral
Support

- Positive Climate

« Negative Climate

- Teacher Sensitivity

- Regard for Child Perspective

Classroom Organization

- Behavior Management

- Productivity

- Instructional Learning
Formats

Instructional Support
- Concept Development

- Quality of Feedback

- Language Modeling

CATION

Approaches to Play
and Learning (APL)

APL1, Curiosity and Initiative
APL2, Creativity and Imagination
APL3. Executive Functions and
Cognitive Self-Regulation

APL4. Behavioral Self-Regulation

APL3. Executive Functions and
Cognitive Self-Regulation
APL4. Behavioral Self-Regulation

APLI. Curiosity and Initiative
APL2. Creativity and Imagination
APL3. Executive Functions and
Cognitive Self-Regulation

APL4, Behavioral Self-Regulation

Social and Emotional
Development (SED)

SED1. Positive Self-Concept
SED2. Emotional Competence
SED3, Interacting with Others

SED. Positive Self-Concept
SED2. Emotional Competence
SED3. Interacting with Others

SEDI. Positive Self-Concept
SED2. Emational Competence
SED3, Interacting with Others

Communication,

Language and Literacy
Development (CLLD)

CLLDY. Communication

CLLD1. Communication

CLLD1. Communication
CLLD2. Foundations of Reading
CLLD3. Foundations of Writing

Health and Physical
Development

HPD4. Physcial Health
and Self-Care

HPD1, Using Senses
HPD2. Gross Mator
HPD3. Fine Motor
HPD4. Physcial Health
and Self-Care

HPD1. Using Senses
HPD2. Gross Motor
HPD3, Fine Motor
HPD4, Physcial Health
and Self-Care

Cognitive
Development (CD)

CD2. Social Science: People,
Community, and Culture

CD1. Science: The Natural and
Physical World

CD2. Social Science: People,
Community, and Culture

CD3. Mathematics

CD1. Science: The Natural and
Physical World

CD2. Social Science: Peaple,
Community, and Culture
CD3. Mathematics



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/early-childhood-standards-instructional-supports
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/early-childhood-standards-instructional-supports
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/early-childhood-standards-instructional-supports
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60981/638796249254927232
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60981/638796249254927232
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60981/638796249254927232
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60985/638796249318017107
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60985/638796249318017107
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60985/638796249318017107
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60983/638796249283988120
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60983/638796249283988120
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60983/638796249283988120
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60983/638796249283988120
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/60983/638796249283988120

Updated ELDS Micro-Credential

The ELDS Micro-credential is a free resource
designed to help caregivers and families embed the
ELDS into daily practices.

Topics Covered in the Micro-Credential:

* Factors that shape and promote child development and
learning.

ELDS as a foundational school readiness resource.

Family Engagement strategies.

Understanding learning standards across core areas.

VQBS5 and resources to support school readiness.

Learn more on the Resources to Support Birth to Five Classroom

Learning webpage.

@ Radford | e “ﬁ.’

EDUCATION

Empower Young Learners with
Virginia’s Early Learning Development Standards
(ELDS) Micro-Credential

Are you passionate about Why Choose This Micro-Credential?
shaping the future of young = Expert-Guided Leaming - Gain insights s child
children? ekt R i e

Thie Virginia Early Learming

Dovel nt Standards -Allg.ne.d with Virginia's ELDS - L -:.—'-s:.'-.l': o ':‘e
pme wnified early learning standards support birth-To-five

= Flexible, Self-Paced Learni Desigr
educators and caregiv
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https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/early-childhood-standards-instructional-supports
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/early-childhood-standards-instructional-supports

Curriculum



Measuring and Improving Quality

To improve school readiness, VQB5 measures and improves the quality of
infant, toddler, and preschool teaching and learning based on two nationally-

recoghnized quality indicators.

Interactions Curriculum

Measure teacher-child interactions and Measure the use of approved curricula that are
instruction in a developmentally-appropriate aligned with Virginia’s Early Learning and

way using the Classroom Assessment Scoring Development Standards.

System (CLASS) observations.

Details available in the 2025-2026 Unified Virginia Quality Birth to Five System (VQB5) Guidelines
approved by the Board of Education.

12


https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55554/638900794298470000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55554/638900794298470000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55554/638900794298470000

Early Childhood Curriculum

Curriculum is whatis taught in a classroom.

* An early childhood curriculum outlines what children will
learn, how they will learn it, and how their progress will be
assessed in an early childhood education setting.

Curriculum has many supports for teachers.

* Acurriculumincludes lesson plans that detail classroom
activities and learning goals and can include many
materials to support teaching.

Curriculum helps keep track of children's learning.

* Many curricula come with assessment tools to help
teachers/educators learn what children know at different
time points and pick activities to meet each child’s learning

needs.

13



Baseline Criteria for Early Childhood Curriculum

ALl VDOE-approved curricula must meet Baseline Criteria for High-Quality
Early Childhood Curriculum, which includes full alighment with Virginia’s

Early Learning and Development Standards (ELDS).

The following are the characteristics of effective curricula that represent the baseline
for quality for all of Virginia’s approved early childhood curriculum options:

Curriculum is comprehensive and integrated.
Curriculum does not include copyrighted materials.
Curriculum is research-based.

Curriculum resources are inclusive.

Curriculum is flexible and includes specific details about how instruction should be
individualized based on the interests, strengths, and needs of all children.

14


https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44605/638197641766630000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44605/638197641766630000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44605/638197641766630000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44605/638197641766630000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/421/637890605072570000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/421/637890605072570000

VDOE-Approved Early Childhood Curriculum

Virginia offers many approved

Approved Curriculum Type  # of Options*

curriculum options to meet the Infant 33
unique needs of VQBS5 participating Toddler 40
sites serving children birth to age five. |pre-K 62
There are 79 curriculum options for VQB5 sites Family Day Home 4
on Virginia's Vetted and Approved Curriculum Spanish Translation 17
List. Free or Low-Cost 5
*As of May 2026
Sample of VDOE’s Approved List of Early Childhood Curricula
Approved Curriculum Infants | Toddlers | Preschool | Family Day Home* | Spanish Translation Available
Creative Curriculum v v 4 v v
Frog Street v v v 7
InvestiGator Club v v 4 v v
STREAMInN?® v v v v v



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/45243/638628527780330000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/45243/638628527780330000

Supporting Curriculum with the ELDS

The ELDS are a foundational school readiness resource that through effective
implementation help educators set the stage for success for Virginia’s children.

ORGANIZATION OF THE STANDARDS

Area: Approaches to Play and Learning (APL)
APL1. CURIOSITY AND INITIATIVE 4 SUB AREA
APLL1.1. Being curious learners € Focus Area

DEVELOPMENTAL INDICATORS

Early Infancy Later Infancy Early Toddler Later Toddler Early Preschool Later Preschool
0-8 months 6-14 months 12-24 months 22-36 months 34-48 months 44-60 months
- Shows awareness of - Shows interest in - Participates in new - Asks questions about - Seeks out new - Shows curiosity by

whar is going on around
them by turning head
and looking around
(APL1.1a)

- Shows excitement
with facial expressions,
vocalizations, or physical
movements (APL1.1b)

new experiences such as
reaching out to touch
rain, hcaring a new song,

Or examining new items
(APL1.1c)

cxpcricnccs, bcgins

to ask questions, and
cxpcrimcnrs with new
materials (APL1.1d)

materials and how they
are used (APL1.1e)

- Shows interest and
awareness in changcs
in the environment

(APL1.1f) 4 Indicator

information, asks “Why?”
(APL1.1g)

saying things like, “I
wonder what will happen
next.” (APL1.1h)

- Seeks our new
information by asking,
“How does that workz”
(APL1.1i)

- Shows eagerness to
learn about a variety of
topics (APL1.1j)

Note: For some focus areas, behavior and skill development occurs more clearly later on in the developmental continuum. In these cases, a
color-coded arrow (as such =—— ) Jirects attention to the point at which development of a particular behavior or skill is more
explicitly evidenced.

16



Curriculum Use Over Time

The use of curriculum has increased tremendously over time, even as hew
sites participate in VQB5.

Center 69% 79% 85% 85%

Site Type Family Day Home 68% 56% 63% 64%

Public Schools 98% 97% 99% 95%

Infant 64% 74% 80% 84%

classroom ' 4 jier 68% 75% 80% 81%
Type

Pre-K 85% 87% 89% 89%



Resource to Support the Curriculum and CLASS

Connection

VDOE has developed guidance on how CLASS domains connect to any
quality curriculum. Below is a sampling from the Infant/Toddler document:

CLASS Domains Links to Curriculum Where to Look
Toddler (Emotional Support)
N _ . e Encourages teacher - Teacher Guides/Manuals
e Positive/Negative Climate involvement in shared

T . - Daily/weekly/monthly
e Teacher Sensitivity activities with learners. lesson plans
e Regard for Child e Outlines individualized
support for children’s
individual emotional and
academic needs, providing - Suggestions for
individualized support as differentiating instruction
needed.

- Assessment examples,

Perspectives schedules, and tools

CLASS and Curriculum Connections: (Infant/Toddler (Spanish) and Pre-K (Spanish) versions) |



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44607/638197641771630000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55186/638665301189070000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44609/638197641776800000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44609/638197641776800000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/44609/638197641776800000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55188/638665301357100000

Virginia's Early Learning Resources
and Initiatives



STREAMIn3 Professional Development Resources

STREAMin®is a comprehensive Birth- 5 curriculum developed at UVA. Through a
partnership with the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE), publicly-funded
programs in Virginia receive free access to STREAMin®.

STREAMIN:

integrated | intentionalW

:04 /01:33
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https://www.kaltura.com/tiny/qdygmmid

Virginia Kindergarten Readiness Program

VI\RP//Q

Virginia Kindergarten Readiness Program

VKRP is:

e A set of coordinated
assessments.

* Areporting system.

e Set of instructional
resources.

GVALLSS

NGUAGE & LI
SC EE ING SY STEM

Literacy

Virginia Language &
Literacy Screener: Pre-K
(VALLS: Pre-K)

VALLSS usedin grades
K-3, and grades 4-8
based on need.

Mathematics

Early Mathematics
Assessment System
(EMAS):

EMAS Pre-K 3
EMAS Pre-K 4
EMAS K

Self-Regulation Social Skills

Self-
Regulation &
Social Skills

Child Behavior Rating
Scale (CBRS):

Utilized for Pre-K3 - K

Mental Health
Well-Being

Note. Items assessing
teachers’ report of
students’ mental well-
being were added in fall
of 2020. These items are
not part of the overall
readiness score.

21




The ECE Resource Hub

The ECE Resource Hub provides free resources for educators and families

to support children’s learning and development and strengthen teacher-
child interactions.

-

| ECE RESOURCE HUB

b

& o

Educational resources to

support our youngest
——— learners, from birth to
_— five

—— = 2 / —
e e |
EXPLORE THE SITE
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https://eceresourcehub.org/

Virginia Early Childhood Consultation (VECC)

VECC is a VDOE Coaching Partner, comprised of a team at UVA-CASTL (University
of Virginia’s Center for Advanced Study of Teaching & Learning), funded by the
VDOE to provide services focused on supporting high quality teacher-child
interactions and social-emotional practices.

Two Primary Areas of Work:

* Professional Development

» Free webinars and resources available to all Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) providers and
stakeholders on the VECC-AEII website.

» Webinars focus on increasing knowledge of best
practices in relationship-building, responsive
interactions, and behavioral interventions. All webinars
are available in English and Spanish.

* Individualized Coaching

» Targeted to select programs and for sites with the

lowest VQB5 quality ratings.

23


https://aeiionline.org/advancing-effective-interactions-and-instruction-2/about-aeii/about-vecc/
https://aeiionline.org/advancing-effective-interactions-and-instruction-2/about-aeii/about-vecc/
https://aeiionline.org/advancing-effective-interactions-and-instruction-2/about-aeii/about-vecc/
https://aeiionline.org/advancing-effective-interactions-and-instruction-2/tools-resources/webinars/
https://aeiionline.org/advancing-effective-interactions-and-instruction-2/tools-resources/webinars/

WIDA Making Connections: Supporting Multilingual

Learners with the ELDS
'-:'::'-'} WIDA cary vears

Virginia has partnered with WIDA to
provide services to ECE professionals who
serve multilingual children and families.

The partnership beganin 2021 when the
ELDS were published and are the
foundation for using WIDA’s language-
focused approach to planning,
instruction and family engagement.

Making Connections: . . o
Using the Virginia Early Learning and The WIDA Making Connections (Virginia)

Development Standards and WIDA Early document offers tools and suggestions to
Years ReSOL.JI’.CGS to Plgn Instruction for help “make connections” between
Young Multilingual Children o

Virginia’s ELDS and WIDA resources.

24


https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/making-connections-virginia

Scholarships for Early Educators

The Virginia Early Educator Scholarship Program, managed by the Virginia
Department of Education.

* These scholarships provide funds for the cost of in-state tuition and mandatory fees
for students taking approved early childhood development courses at approved

Virginia Community Colleges and 4 - year institutions, as well as SCHEV-accredited
Montessori Certification Programs.

* Students may request scholarships for up to two approved courses per semester.
More information about this Scholarship Program for early educators may be found
online, or by emailing earlyeducatorscholarship@doe.virginia.gov

25


https://earlyeducatorscholarship.doe.virginia.gov/
https://www.vaccscholarship.com/Referenced/VCCSPApprovedCoursesCurrent.pdf
mailto:earlyeducatorscholarship@doe.virginia.gov

Early Childhood Classroom Learning Resources

School Readiness and
Early Childhood
Classroom Learning

Learn more about School Readiness and Early Childhood Classroom Learning | Virginia

Department of Education

Explore the VQB5 - Virginia's Quality Measurement and Improvement System for more
information on VQB5

Learn more about the ELDS Micro-Credential (English/Spanish)

Early Childhood
Curriculum

Explore the Early Childhood Curriculum | Virginia Department of Education page
Learn more about the STREAMin® Curriculum Model.

Early Childhood
Screening and
Assessment

Learn more about Virginia’s preschool assessments by visiting the VKRP and VLP
websites.

Resources to Support
Birth to Five Classroom
Learning

View a family-friendly flyer to help explain our VQB5 System (English/Spanish)

Explore Making Connections (Virginia) | WIDA for supporting multilingual learners and
their families

Learn about Virginia Early Childhood Consultation

Explore resources to help families understand Virginia’s measures for school readiness
For Families - Virginia Kindergarten Readiness Program , Family Resource Center |
Virginia Literacy Partnerships

Connect families with resources to support learning at home Take-Home Strategies -
ECE Resource Hub



https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/school-readiness-and-early-childhood-classroom-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/school-readiness-and-early-childhood-classroom-learning
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/quality-measurement-and-improvement-vqb5
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/quality-measurement-and-improvement-vqb5
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/quality-measurement-and-improvement-vqb5
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/61417/638963176312870000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/61535/638963177075930000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/early-childhood-curriculum
https://streamin3.org/
https://streamin3.org/
https://vkrponline.org/
https://literacy.virginia.edu/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/55436/638639671352830000
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/53857/638639152563070000
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/making-connections-virginia
https://aeiionline.org/advancing-effective-interactions-and-instruction-2/about-aeii/about-vecc/
https://vkrponline.org/virginia-kindergarten-readiness-program-2/for-families/
https://vkrponline.org/virginia-kindergarten-readiness-program-2/for-families/
https://vkrponline.org/virginia-kindergarten-readiness-program-2/for-families/
https://literacy.virginia.edu/families
https://literacy.virginia.edu/families
https://eceresourcehub.org/ece-resource-hub/strategy-library/take-home-strategies/
https://eceresourcehub.org/ece-resource-hub/strategy-library/take-home-strategies/
https://eceresourcehub.org/ece-resource-hub/strategy-library/take-home-strategies/
https://eceresourcehub.org/ece-resource-hub/strategy-library/take-home-strategies/
https://eceresourcehub.org/ece-resource-hub/strategy-library/take-home-strategies/

Ways To Stay Engaged in 2026-2027

1. Sign Up for Readiness Connections Updates

- Weekly updates are shared with over 17,000+ subscribers.

2. Connectto your Ready Region
- Ready Regions are the key regional source for information.

3. Prepare for 2026-2027 year of VQBS5
- Registration for VQB5 will be from August 15-October 1 in LinkB5 via
VAConnects and is required for all publicly-funded programs.
- Programs that do not receive any public funding can opt in.

4. Save the Date for the Upcoming State of the State Update: July 20, 2026
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https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADOE/signup/14327
https://vecf.org/ready-regions/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/early-childhood-care-education/quality-measurement-and-improvement-vqb5/recognizeb5-vqb5-educator-incentive

Connecting CTE Competencies with Early Learning

A few examples of competencies that aligh with the ELDS and early learning,
from Introduction to Early Childhood Education Course: (18 weeks)

42
43

45

53
54

56

68

Required Research early childhood education programs.

Analyze the relationships between children, families, and early
childhood professionals.

Research federal, state, and other regulatory agencies governing the
early childhood education industry.

Identify the ages and stages of child development.

Identify developmental observation methods using data collection
tools.

|Identify developmentally appropriate practices that support and
maximize development and learning for all children.

Determine the characteristics and skills necessary for success in
early childhood careers.



Questions/Discussion



Thank You!

Sign up for the weekly VDOE Readiness Connections Updates
e-newsletter to receive regular ECE updates.

Any questions or feedback:
Marie LaMonica-Sarro, Associate Director of Office of Early

Childhood Learning
marie.lamonica-sarro@doe.virginia.gov.



https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADOE/signup/14327
mailto:Lucy.Mitzner@doe.virginia.gov
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